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the Republic On the contrary, there Is v
probably no man except the President of

vs heen thelir views, of course. but his
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wents of every description Indeed, the | for the myrlad wage-earners whose monl. | the great organization of which he ba three-story  brick

Lest evidence of the growing reallizatlon | tor he i ®0 long been the head of the natlonal ¢
of the fmportance of baviog the co-opera
tion of organized labor In nll great public
projectg Is found In the number of ap-
peals which hove been made to Samuel | extended beyond the Atlantl and he
Gompers, In Inte years, to serve as one | blds fair to become, ere long, the most
o the dlrectors of natlonal or futerna- | famous labor leader In the world, not

and Infloence of Samuoel (
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wns ever more engrossed with bis  life Ing the latter’s
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Latterly the recogunltlon of the serviees I'or all that Mr. Gowpers, by reason of Ington, D. ( Mar
ipers, which his ofliclal activities, ha= of late years ' of now (les In ney
'n occupylng an increasingly consplen- sulted In a seatterlog

Iittle Lhag been disclosed regarding the Inte vears the houschold

work than 1s Samuel Gompers, and the youlger wan nots

fellow-workmen

tlon arc to he coustrued as a personn pec L th Mr. Gompers will return- | gent from ho 1 more than she became protl
tribute to thi remarka Inbhor leader. | ing from the Contlpent to Great DBritaln half of the thind ¢re 1= no doubt that typewriting In ordex
The foremost men In all walks of life | to particl convention of { on the basls of miles traveled, Samuel | practical assistane
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HILE we have had forest fires | States Forest Serviee and most  states
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uther hna

'n occopylng a nlehe in
» conteruporary hall of fame. With one
of the famlly, however, Mlas
sadle Julln Gompers, youngest daughter
of the labor leader, the publle has recent-
I¥ bad an opportunity to become ae-
malnted. for Mlss Gompers, following
the example of the daughters of Senator

Lo Follette, Tom L. Johoson and other
public men, bas Iately adopted a stage
career Mliss Gowpers, who 13 a steik-
fngly beautiful brunette displayed
Wbty o early childhood,
apd was educatea under the best mas-
ters for the concert stage, but her ultl-
mate ambition Is in the deld of Hght
opera

As Samuel Gompers s nnlque in his
working methods and In his polley of

marked maslcal

welding workers of all closses In o elose
knit orgapization, so lkewlse is he dls-
tinctlve, as well as distingulshed, In ap-
penrane Most perrons who for the first
time attend an assemblage where he I8 to
spenk are somewlnt taken by surprise by
his sbort sfature, but this I8 qolckly for-
gotten when the labor chieftain begins
bls address, for bhe has a penerraticg but
wellwodulated volee, and hia dellvery
from iong lence In speakioz o the
open alr, 18 excellent Samuel Gompers,
who Is now In hiz Ofty-ninoth year, Ie an
Euglishman by birth, buot he bus few of
the characteristics usunlly assoclnted with
that natlonality, Probably the dominnnt

distd unighing feature of his personal ap
pearance I8 the massive head, sparsely
covered with fron-gray hair, w h I8
usually hidden by a black silk skulleap.

Mr. Gompers 18 smooth-shaven aud wears
zlosses, and in the course of bis travels
has been repeatedly mistaken for a col
lege professor

Aoy person who has the slighteat ap-
preciation of how  absorbed Presldeunt
Compers 1s In hig work can readlly be-
Heve his dlgsclaimer that Le has any other
fads or hohbles Hls work, which erno-
braces evervthing from editorial work to
publle speaking, has the werit of variety,
ind it 18 doubtless this  clrcumstance
which erables Mr., Gompers to muaintain
himeelf physieally fit, though talking al
most no ¢ clge In the ordinury accept
ance of the turn He says frankly th
he Los never felt that he ¢

lusury of o saddle hoise and Iu
not of a temperament f

ug s o form of exer o

labor leader thoronghly enloy i @ enn
bave the company of a cong ! o
panfon, burt walking alone, nis tiie
suke of muascle-bulldd has no charm
for this mentally active Individual In
spenking of the matter somell i

Gompers remarked: T ke ' I

tude for work, but st all other thues 1

love companionship.” *Yea,” commented
Mrs. Gompera, who had heard her bhus-
band's remark, “Mr. Gompers 15 so so
clable that I do not bellove that he would
be sailsfied to sit dewn for a cup of
coffee if there be not some person to con-
verse with meanwhile."

The graud marshal of the Amerlcan
army of organized laber I8 mighty an-
conventional in his working methods. We
have It In bis own words, above quoted,
thut he loves solitude for work, and to
cltaln the quletude conduclve Yo the Leat
effort be has acquired the hablt of dolog
his moat Important work at nlght. Yet
in seeming contradictlon of this charac
teristic 1s the fact that Sfamnel Gompers
Is one of the few men In Amerlen who
can work on tralns and actually accom-
pllsh sometbing. This is highly impor-
tant In the case of Presldent Gompers,
for he has averaged 20,000 mlles of rall
road travel every yeac for the past 30
years, a total of %¥,000 mlles, belng
equlvalent to more than seven years of
contlouous travellng. When Mr. Gom-
pers becomes thoroughly Immersed In his
work be s largely oblivious te surround.
Ings even when travellng, and there was
one memorable occasion when the Presi
dent of the A, F. of L. dashed oat at a
wayslde statfon to dlspatch a telegram
and turned from the operator e desk just
fa tlme to see the traln move off, carry-
ingy lmportant papers which he had
spread ont around him in his sectlon of
the sleeper, and, worse yvet, bearing away
hls hut, coat and vest and gold watch

When President Gompers 1s at home he
spends most of the daglight hours at a
large ofllce bulldlug where the general
offlces of the American Federatlon of
Laobor oceupy several foors, and whern
he has a private ofice aud the asslstapece
of a Young womnn who i3 widely koown
a8 one of the most capable private sec-
retaries 1o Amerlen At night the head
of the labor host lsolates himself on the
top floor of his residence, wbere he has
fiited up a combinatlon of workroom and
lihrary that he calls bis den.' It 18
nothing unusoal for bim to be busy here,

wing and writing, ontll 3 o'clock in
the, morning Most of the writing aslde
from correspondents it jony be explained,
14 for the varlous official publcations of
the Amerienn Federation President
Goppers almost never writes out any of
the numerogs piblle addresses he delis-
to it is to jot

r which may
¢ held in the palm of the hand quota-

tlons or st:

ers e nearest he come
down on small slips of

istles whieh he sy desire
tn embody In bis remarks, and which it is

entinl shall be characterized by abso
lute accuracy to the sunliest detuadl

that reached glgantic propor-

tlons, as the Miramichl fire of

1525 where on two and a half

milllon aeres every living thing
was' kllied, nnd the fish dled along the
river banks; the FPeshtigo fire of 1871
whith covered over two thousand square
miles In Wisconsin and In which nenvly
fifteen bundred people perished: and the
Hinekley fire of 1804, when that town
and glx other places were destroyed, In
Bolé ways the fires of 1908 were the
worst koown Expert foresters  who
have glnece heep over the ground &tote
that 1t {5 tmpomsible to fignre the dom
fge done and that the waste was enor-
1noue,

The loss hy farest fires In our countrs
in the average year renches fifty milllon
dollars. Thiz fgure was far exceeded
last year, The drouth, which was gen-
eral. was chiefly contributory, but other
ndverse conditions belped, among them
the Indifference of people to small fres.
The government hnd much to do In
fighticg fires in the natlopal forests.
but preventive measures kept the loss
down to a minimum. The damnge 1o a
forest fire ecannot be calculated In dol-
Iars and cents Though there wus €Om-
paratively a smnll loss of Jife Io the
1903 fires, people for months llved In
terror, fifty persons perlshed In Mich-
Izan and wany suffered serlously from
the effects. In the case of large trees
en estiinnte con be placed on the dam-
0ge, which grows greater ns timber be
comes wmore valuable, but it s oot so
fagy to calculate the destroction to
Joung, growlng forest trees. Some lden
€an v gained when one reflects that It
costs from slx to twenty dollars no acre
to plant tiny scedlings. If a willlon
bcres are burned over and all young
Erowth destroyed it 1s clear the waste
Is enormons.

It s evident a more adequate system
of farest protection 1s needed and even
the Indifferent have at lgst been aroused
10 gee¢ the necessity of some systematle
¢rusade. Fortunately, we have a United

b a forestry department. It Is to
them  we must ook for*an adequate
solutlon of the pr em, bot they cannot
net effliclently  without the co-operation
of Individuals, settlers and lumbermen,
the passing of favorable laws and faclli-
ties in the way of ample appropriations,
Our forests cover an aren of abhout -
00,000 neres. In the Northwestern
onee st ched the great white plne for-
cxte, along the Atlantle nnd Gulf coast
lle the Southern plne treecs, In the Mis-
slesinpl Valley oare hardwoods, the onk

tes

hickory, ash and gum and on the Paclfie
coast the ginnt redwood and Ors  Some
pacts of these arens are set as for
federal forest reserves and  these are
under the Burean of Forestry This

burean, composcd of tralned oflicers to
administer apd hinprove the reserved for
ested lands s always ready to glve
advice to Individuals and forest ownoers
and they hnove adopted a fre-fighting
system within the Natlonal Forest's
boundaries which has waterially re-
duced the annual losses,

As n first step toward institoting a
crusade agalost o recurrence of the fires
of 1008, the nationpal government senl
Panl G. Rediogton and Raymond W
Pullman, capahble officlals of the forest
service, to probe the situation nod de
vise means for lmproviog condltlons in
the future Mr. Pullman visited the
Lake districts and sougbt at fOrst haod
for remedinl measures. In his review of
the gltuntion, Forester Redloglon soys:
“What Is wanted s effort on the part
of the government, the states, corpora-
tlons and indlvldunls. There should be
adequate fire laws In every state where
sny forests are situated.” There are
those who advocate n patlonal fire de
partment to protect all forests, but this
may take years to accomplish, 1f it 1s
ever dope. What s needed at once fs
that the leglsintures of the varlous states
pass better laws for the safeguenrdiog of
forests, that more wooey should he ap
propriated for this purpose nod that men
who ruthlessly set fre to forests should
be punisbed.
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latter are small and are the ax, the mattock, the spade and

Roaring flames,

r have been lost on

fires, but this and
not the only dam

sre I8 great destrucs

Unlted States could

| equipped, provided sith special tralos and

n"hlinv-i farest fres l top so!l 1s turncd to ashes and It takes

many years to get ba permaoent fer-
tility. In the same way the river courses
.n:ul'ml]a‘.----nl farms are llable to disaster
from floods and dronth. Directly nnd lo-
directly we are all interested in the for-
ests and the waters that rlse among them.
Hupdreds of cotton mills, pulp milis, saw
mills and factories of varlous kinds are
dependent upon the regular flow of these
rivera. Any one of these factors ought
to be encugh to prompt preventive meas-
ures.,

Gifford Pinchot calls attentlon to the
question that success or faflure In the so0-
Intion of the forest fir¢ problem means
“the contloual use of the laud or the
perpetual burden of carlog for vast bar
ron wastes,” and he adds, “The fire wur-
den system has been falely successful in
places, but Its fupdamental weakuess 13
that It 18 not a preventive syatem.” Io
all our states for monthe before the im-
mense contingmtions small tires burn by
the bhundreds and thousnnds, IT the na-
tlonal forests can be protected so  lres
have decrensed, tnere 18 no reason why
forests outside canunot be properly admlin-
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Istered. Forest fires can at least Lo
checked, as shown I the experience of
forelgn countries. The co-operation of all
people will do much toward nbating the
damage. Settlers nlone can Jdo much pre-
ventive work. In the patlopal forest thelr
help 18 consldered an lmportant agency.
but too often they are fodifferent. A
settler may see swoke ln the distapce and
think It is from another settler’s camp.
He hesitates about leaving his work to
fnvestigate and runs the chance of Its
belug barmless—a chance lo which bhe
sometimes Joses,

Those who have been agitating the con
gervation . of the depleted forests feel
hopefnl the problem wihl be solved it
settlers and practical lumbermen  zhve
thelr support. Successfnl  foresucy e~
pends to a large extent on the solution
of the forest fire prollem, ihe harvestiug
of mnture timher, the protectlon of young
growth and reforestatlon, nod the most
limportant part of this practical system s
the prevention of fires,

H‘Mathemat

ANY have heen the marvelons ac-
complishments nlong pecullor loes
by individuals who In all other woys
were Idlotie, Bllod Tom, the [amous col-
ored musielan of a generation back, was
ot only slghtless but seml-ldiotle nnd
Bubject to alermiog convulslons Recent

obscrvations Ly the famous sclentlst, Dr

llermaon  Witzmann, of Vienoa, of o
man locked up a8 o congenital Idiot show
3 remarkable mathematical freak In this

man's bruln.

This (dlot 1s ahle to tell what day of the
Week It has been or will be on any we-
£Cled day lo the whole perlod, extending

from the year 1000 untl]l the year 200
The nnswer to any such question, which
wonld take n thorouzh mothematician

gome time to solve, this Idiot 0
read off from his bLraln In a flash In
over a thousand quest s be hag never

been canght by Dr Witzmann o the

slightert error.
Thus he war apked: “What was the
of the week on October O

10072 The

ply was “Thursday.” Hce can giy the
date of any Haster io the given period of

o thongond years, and cap give the num

ber of deya o any bollday perfod lo the

Roman Church,

ically Marvelous Idiot.
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| grains of metallle dust are much smaller

than gridns of soud and muoch barder
than the hardest of steel bullets yet
manufnetured by man. They are per-
fectly rounded ns If cast in the same
mold and nll are hollow. It ls therefore
evident thut weular getlon most come
from the throwlng off of flue particles
of molten metn)l foto the cold spaces
be en the varioue worlds.

Tl arve formed from the bright tralls
left behind by comels and meteors. On
coming Into the earth's atmosphere
meteors  hecome  molten, ‘Then by the
alr pull belbisd ecuch wcteor there de-

Analyzing '_I\ff\eteorirc Dust.

velops the bLright trall of the shootivg
star phenomenon. !

But when this bright trail cools off and
the metal left bebiud io the alr by the
meteor  becomes solid. It nssumes the
|-,«|1I::u- hollow apd rounded form. These
pellets dreift down to the earth’s sur-
fave graduvally (hrongh the currents of
alr.

This star dust is constantly coming
down (o the enrth. Almost any handful

of dust from n sheltersd spot contalus

-

them, They can be brouzht together by
a4 maguet passed through the ordinary

dirt and cap theu be observed upder a

microscope.
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